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STATUTES 

O F T H E 

ROYAL SOCIETY. 

CHAPTER I. 

Of the Election and AdmiJJion of Fellows . 

I. TyTO perfon (hall be propofed, ele&ed, or admitted a Fel- 

JlNI low of the Society upon St. Andrew’s day, or the day 
of the anniverfary meeting for electing the Council and 
Officers, 

II. Every Fellow, that is to propofe any perfon as a can¬ 
didate, in order to ele&ion, (hall, before the faid perfon be 
propofed, make known to him the effeft of the obligation 
to be fubfcribed, and the fum that is to be paid for admiffion 
money, and the rate of the Annual payments, or the fum to 
be paid in lieu of annual payments, for the occafions of the 
Society. 

III. Every perfon to be elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, (hall be propofed and recommended at a meeting of 
the Society by three or more Members; who ffiall then deliver 
to one of the Secretaries a paper, figned by themfelves, fpe» 
cifying the name, rank, profeffion, qualifications, and the 
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STATUTES OF 
ufual place of refidence of fuch perfon; all which (hall 
be certified from their perfonal acquaintance with him, or 
with his writings. 

A fair copy of which paper, with the date of the day when 
delivered, (hall be fixed up in the common meeting room ot 
the Society at ten feveral ordinary meetings, before the faid 
candidate (hall be put to the Vote : faving and excepting, that 
it (hall be free for every one of His Majefty’s fubje&s, who is 
a Peer, or fon of a Peer, of Great Britain or Ireland, and 
for every one of his Majefty’s Privy Council of either of the 
faid kingdoms ; and for every Foreign Sovereign Prince, or the 
fon of a Sovereign Prince, or an Ambafiador to the Court of 
Great Britain, to be propofed by any (ingle Member, and to 
be put to the Vote for Election on the fame day, there being 
prefent twenty-one members at the leaft, being the competent 
number for making Ele&ions. 

IV. In the Ele&ion of a perfon for a Fellow of the Society, 
the votes (hall be taken by ballot, and no perfon (hall be de¬ 
clared ele&ed, unlefs he have in his favour two thirds of the 
numbers voting. 

V. Every perfon, ele£led a Fellow, (hall appear for his ad- 
miftion on or before the fourth ordinary meeting of the 
Society, after his Election; or within fuch further time 
as (hall be granted by the Society or Council, upon caufe 
(hewed to either of them: otherwife his Election (hall be 
void. 
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VI. The Admiffion of any Fellow into the Society lhall be at 
fome meeting thereof, in manner and form following ; he hav¬ 
ing fir ft fubfcribed the obligation in the Charter book. The 
Prefident, taking him by the hand, (hall fay thefe words: Ido, by 
the authority, and in the name, of the Royal Society of London 
for improving natural knowledge, admit you a Fellow thereof 

VII. The Election, and alfo the payment and admiffion of 
every perfon into the Society, with the time, thereof, lhall be 
recorded in the Journal-book, 

VIII. No one of his Majefty’s fubje&s, or any other 
perfon refiding in his Majefty’s Dominions, who lhall be 
elected a Fellow of the Society, fhall be deemed an a&ual 
Fellow thereof; nor fliall the name of any fuch perfon be 
printed in the annual Lift of the Fellows of the Society, until 
fuch perfon lhall have paid his Admiffion Fee, and given 
the ufual bond for the payment of contributions, or paid 
the fum appointed in lieu of fuch contributions: But that, 
upon fuch payment, or giving Bond as aforefaid, it lhall be 
lawful for the Society to give leave for the name of fuch 
perfon, fo elected as aforefaid, to be entered in the Journal- 
book, and printed in the lift of the Society : Provided always, 
that no fuch perfon lhall have liberty to vote at any Ele&ion 
or meeting of the Society, before he lhall have been admitted. 

Any perfon refiding in foreign parts, and not a fubjeft of the 
Britilh Dominions, who is defirous of becoming a Fellow of this 
Society, lhall have a certificate drawn up in his favour, fpecify- 
iug his Chriftian name, furname, works, quality or profeffion, 
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with his place of retidence, and figned by, at lead, three 
Fellows of the Society upon the Foreign lift; who (hall in 
luch certificate atteft, of their perfonal knowledge, that fuch 
Candidate, by his Philofophical learning and abilities, is 
duly qualified, and likely to become an ufeful Member of the 
Society : and every fuch candidate fhall alfo have a certificate 
figned by, at lead, three Fellows on the Home lift, who 
fhall atteft the preceding qualifications either of their own 
perfonal knowledge, or from the works or correfpondence of 
fuch Candidate. 

Such certificates fo figned, after having been prefented to 
the Prefident in the chair, and read to the Society, fhall be 
fixed up in their publick meeting room, and continue there 
from the 30th day of November to the 30th day of May next 
following; and the Names of fuch Foreigners fhall be read at 
the weekly meetings of the Society, during the faid term, as 
often as the Prefident fhall diredl. And at the weekly 
meeting of the Society, on, or next after, the 30th of May, 
annually, the number of Foreigners thus recommended fhall 
be ptropofed to the Society for election, and put to the 
ballot. 

Provided always that this Regulation fhall not extend 
to Sovereign Foreign Princes or their Sons (who, being pro- 
pofed, fhall be put to the ballot immediately) nor to fuch 
Foreigners who being at the time refident, or having been 
refident for the fpace of fix months in Great Britain, fhall 
defire to be clewed into the Society, in the fame manner, and 
upon the fame conditions, with the home-members, paying 
their admiffon fees and compofition money. 
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